NAJA UTZON POPOV

BotaNica, oceaNia & woodliNes

A CELEBRATION
OF NATURE

It is a simultaneous evaluation
of the environment, nature, and
the human being – all three must
be considered for the result to
be balanced and timeless
Naja Utzon Popov

With BOTANICA and OCEANIA, the
expressive Danish multidisciplinary
artist Naja Utzon Popov has added
several new nature-inspired rugs to the
Carl Hansen & Søn collection. The new
designs are the culmination of shared
passion for great craftsmanship, fine
materials, and nature’s inexhaustible
treasure trove of inspiration.

Nature is also the starting point for the
designer’s two new rug collections –
BOTANICA and OCEANIA – which are
characterized by a more lyrical expression
and a more playful approach to colors
and shapes. Organic, fluid patterns
reminiscent of plants, water, and people
in movement interact with an expressive,
soft color palette.

This is the second time Utzon Popov has
contributed to Carl Hansen & Søn’s design
universe. The first collaboration led to the
creation of the WOODLINES collection
of hand-knotted wool rugs with simple,
graphic patterns inspired by the distinctive
and complex structure of wood.

Inspired by Carl Hansen & Søn’s classic
furniture, Utzon Popov selected natural
materials and designed the rugs to
complement both modern and traditional
home interiors.

Botanica Midori

Botanica Kiri

Beige, Gray, White

Dark Gray, White, Petrol Blue

Dark Gray, Light Gray, Purple

Brown, Beige, Rose

Light Gray, Dark Gray

Green, Gray

2 sizes

2 sizes

BOTANICA
JAPANESE AND
SCANDINAVIAN
INFLUENCES

With the new BOTANICA collection,
composed of the Midori and Kiri rugs,
Naja Utzon Popov boldly ventures into
expressionism, taking a playful approach
to colors and shapes.
Midori and Kiri feature organic, fluid
patterns influenced by the natural
environments in Scandinavia and Japan.
The rugs pay tribute to simplicity, peaceful
Japanese Zen gardens, Danish forests,
and the Scandinavian color palette.
Utzon Popov works with soft, spherical
patterns that are beautifully juxtaposed
with a color palette of gray, brown, beige,
and green hues with added touches of lilac
or pink.
Midori and Kiri are hand-tufted from wool
reinforced with Tencel®, a sustainable
material derived from the fibers of the
beech tree. The result is a soft and silky
surface that elegantly contrasts with
the wool’s matte look – an effect that
enhances both patterns and colors.

140 / 200 cm

140 / 240 cm
200 / 300 cm
200 / 360 cm

oceania seabed

Oceania Coral

OCEANIA
UNDERWATER
SENSATIONS

Brown, Light Brown

OCEANIA and BOTANICA represent
distinct design universes while sharing
the common bond of their nature-inspired
beginnings. With OCEANIA, comprised
of the Seabed and Coral rugs,
Naja Utzon Popov ushers us toward the
open sea. She descends into an abundantly
diverse underwater world, retrieving
patterns inspired by the cryptic life of the
coral reef.
The rug designs incorporate dynamic
movement, with the cracks and fissures
of salt marshes and the streams running
through sand being transformed into
intricate patterns. Utzon Popov uses the
materials’ soft, tactile surface and a warm,
subdued color palette to elicit a calm,
meditative mood.

Dark Gray, Light Gray

Jade Green, Gray

Gray, Brown

Light Gray, Dark Gray

Seabed and Coral, which are hand-tufted
from wool reinforced with
environmentally-friendly Tencel®, reflect
tranquility and harmony, adding a refined,
soft touch to any interior decor.

2 sizes

Jade Green, Gray
D 150 / 300 cm

2 sizes
140 / 200 cm

200 / 300 cm

woodlines
Dark Charcoal Gray with
Black Lines

woodlines

EXPLORING THE
STRUCTURE OF WOOD

White with
Black Lines

The result of Naja Utzon Popov’s first
collaboration with Carl Hansen & Søn,
the WOODLINES rug collection represents
a shared ambition to design products of
the highest quality with a refined artistic
vision.

Black with
White Lines

Utzon Popov has drawn inspiration from
nature and created the rugs based on
thorough, reflective study of wood’s
natural characteristics. The strict,
graphic patterns are abstractions of the
woodgrain, boiled down to the finest
details. Utzon Popov has highlighted the
stylized expression, developing a rug that
is at once modern and classic.

Black with
Black Lines

The clean, simple look is accentuated
by a subdued color palette consisting of
combinations of black, white, and charcoal
gray.

White with
White Lines

The hand-knotted wool rugs, tightly woven
and imbued with luxurious softness, are
akin to elegant works of art.

3 sizes
80 / 170 / 200 cm

220 / 240 / 300 cm

THE DESIGNER

NAJA UTZON POPOV
Naja Utzon Popov is a sculptor, textile
designer and ceramicist. Born in
Copenhagen in 1973, she inherited her
creative genes from her grandfather,
Jørn Utzon, the architect best known
for designing the iconic Sydney Opera
House in Australia. Her mother,
Lin Utzon, is an eminent Danish artist;
her father is the acclaimed Australian
architect Alex Popov.
Utzon Popov’s childhood years in
Denmark and her time in Australia
have always been an important source
of inspiration for her work. She studied
drawing and painting in Australia
before moving to the UK, where she
continued her formal education at
the University of Westminster School
of Media, Arts and Design. She now
lives in Denmark and has a studio in
Copenhagen.

Thanks to her family background,
Utzon Popov has always been exposed
to contemporary design. These
influences find expression in her work,
where she translates her encounters
with nature into textiles, glassware,
ceramics and sculptures.
Utzon Popov’s designs have been
well received at the International
Contemporary Furniture Fair in New
York, where she previously exhibited a
large-scale clay installation that was
purchased by the SAKS Fifth Avenue
department store. Her glass and
ceramic designs can be seen around
the world, including in the Feng Sushi
restaurant chain in London, UK and the
Galeria Kunstmann gallery in Mallorca,
Spain.
najautzonpopov.com

carlhansen.com

