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poul KJÆRHOLM’S
FIRST CHAIR

PK1
AN ABSOLUTE
CLASSIC
Poul Kjærholm had a unique ability to combine steel and
organic materials – one he demonstrated early in his career
with the PK1, his first dining chair, which was presented in
1955. The PK1 exemplifies Kjærholm’s uncompromising
approach, his ability to create harmony between form and
materials, and his continued search for authenticity in his
chosen materials as well as for flawless execution.
The PK1 is a complex chair with a straightforward, clean look
that requires highly skilled craftsmanship. It consists of a steel
frame and a woven seat made of flag halyard for optimum
comfort. The combination of the two materials creates visual
lightness, making the chair suitable for both classic and
modern interiors.
The dining chair, which is new to the Carl Hansen & Søn
collection of classic designer furniture, is made of either
stainless, chrome-plated or black powder-coated steel paired
with either natural or black flag halyard. As a new addition,
Carl Hansen & Søn is also offering an outdoor version of the
PK1 with a stainless steel frame and light brown or black
weather-resistant flag halyard. Both the indoor and outdoor
variants can be stacked up to five chairs.

PK52 | PK52A
ICONIC TABLES
WITH MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS
The same year that he designed the PK1, Poul Kjærholm
also designed two tables – PK52 and PK52A – as part of a
very stylish range of furniture for the Royal Danish Academy
of Fine Arts. Also known as the Professor Desk and the
Student Desk, the tables can be used as desks, dining
tables, or functional work tables in design studios or offices.
They are also well suited to hotel rooms and many other
modern environments.
With their light and simple design, the desks helped
position Kjærholm as a unique furniture designer with
an intuitive feel for the inherent potential of varied
materials. While working on the tables, Kjærholm drew
on his experience as both a cabinetmaker and furniture
designer and discovered a synthesis between craftsmanship
and industrial design.
The reversible tabletops rest on spacers, appearing to
elegantly hover above the frame – one of the features
that lends the tables the appealing lightness and rigor
characteristic of Kjærholm’s work.
The two tables have already been launched with a lacquered
steel frame and an Oregon pine or oak veneer tabletop in
various finishes. These options are now being supplemented
with two new tabletop variants: gray and black laminate.
The laminate option adds new functional and visual dimensions
to the two tables, making them even more versatile and
creating a new dynamic with the PK1 dining chairs.

poul KJÆRHOLM’S
UNCOMPROMISING
DESIGN
The work of Poul Kjærholm (1929-1980)
was at once deeply rooted in the Danish
furniture tradition and inspired by
artistic movements all over Europe.
The German Bauhaus School,
furniture designers Gerrit Rietveld,
Mies van der Rohe, and Charles Eames,
as well as Danish furniture designer
Kaare Klint and his contemporaries all
contributed to shaping Kjærholm as a
furniture designer.
Kjærholm made a name for himself
primarily with his functionalist steel,
leather, and glass furniture, although
he originally trained as a cabinetmaker
in Hjørring, Denmark in 1949. He then
went on to study furniture design at
the Danish School of Arts and Crafts
(now the Royal Danish Academy of Fine
Arts, School of Design) in Copenhagen,
graduating in 1952 and returning again
to teach shortly after. In 1955, he became
a lecturer at the Royal Danish Academy
of Fine Arts, and was appointed Professor
in 1976, succeeding Ole Wanscher.
Kjærholm remained at the Academy
until his death in 1980.

Throughout his work – as both an
educator and a furniture designer –
Kjærholm made function and clarity
his hallmarks. Whatever material he
worked with, Kjærholm, in his own
quiet way, allowed the furniture to
speak its own simple language.
An idealist in his field, he refrained
from easy solutions and never allowed
himself to be guided by changing fads.
Driven by the dual desire to realize
each material’s inherent potential and
to create harmony between material
and form, Kjærholm often felt that
there was only one solution to a given
problem. He was a demanding teacher
guided by perfectionism and discipline,
his idealistic approach to design also
manifesting itself among his students.
Kjærholm’s furniture is represented
in a number of international museums
and earned him numerous accolades,
including the Lunning Award in 1958,
the Eckersberg Medal in 1960, and
multiple ID Awards.
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The PK1 chair is available in either stainless, chrome-plated
or black powder-coated steel and natural or black flag halyard.
It is also available in an outdoor version with a stainless steel
frame and light brown or black weather-resistant flag halyard.
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ChAIR Stainless, chrome-plated or black powder-coated steel
SEAT Natural or black flag halyard and light brown or black
weather-resistant flag halyard 1:10 1:10
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Both the PK52 Professor Desk and the PK52A Student Desk are available with a
black or gray-lacquered steel frame and tabletops in gray or black laminate or
oiled, lacquered or black-painted Oregon pine or oak veneer. The PK115 drawer
module is available in oiled, lacquered, or black-painted oak.
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TABLETop Veneer oregon pine or oak. Black or gray laminate
Drawer Oiled, lacquered or black-painted oak
TABLE FRAME Powder-coated steel in black or gray
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oil	White oil	Lacquer BLACK
OAK
OREGON PINE

every piece comes
with a story
When you choose a Carl Hansen & Søn product,
you gain more than just a piece of furniture.
You become part of a proud tradition of distinctive
and beautiful craftsmanship, where nothing
has been left to chance. Where all furniture is
manufactured with great love for design and
the history of the crafting process. Where each
piece passes through numerous expert hands
before taking pride of place in your chosen space,
recounting a story of masterful design in quality
wood from sustainable forests.
We hope you will continue to tell the story.
That is why we make furniture.

carlhansen.com

